
AA playful Kokopelli – the mythical 
fertility god and flute-playing 
prankster of Arizona’s Hopi tribe – 
celebrates the return of Trish and 
Rob Campbell to their Horseshoe 
Valley retreat. 

The whimsical yard sculpture also serves as a comforting 
bridge between the American southwest and Ontario for this 
bi-national duo, whose hearts embrace both locales.

“To me, this is Zen,” Trish says of her Oro-Medonte home. 
“So is Arizona, where there is outdoor active living like here, but 
without the snow.”
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The Arizona-inspired landscape design earned a Landscape Ontario 
Award of Excellence in 2014. BELOW: Trish Campbell relaxes with her 
cat Mulligan in the living room of her Horseshoe Valley home. CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: 

(1) The original phone from Trish’s 
childhood home. (2) A golf-club 
swinging Kokopelli provides a 
warm welcome. (3) These ice 
skates hold many childhood 
memories for hockey-loving Trish. 
(4) The open staircase on the main 
floor leads to the large rec room 
downstairs. (5) This is a repurposed 
spool that once held copious 
amounts of thread. (6) A rustic 
bench in the foyer offers a comfy 
place to put shoes on, and take 
them off. (7) This secretary desk is 
a family heirloom. (8) Rob’s office is 
located just off the large rec room 
in the walk-out lower level. 
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“Location was huge, but the quality of the finishes was also a 
deciding factor,” according to Trish, who moved into the custom home 
shortly after its completion. “It’s like everything was built for us.”

The house was, however, constructed by Watson Group Homes 
for the Vaseys, a couple who soon moved next door and became quick 
friends with their new neighbours. Fortunately for the Campbells, it 
was Gina Vasey’s talented eye that took the lead in choosing each 
detail. In 2014, she made her personal panache public when she opened 
the popular home décor shop Dwellings Rustic and Refined 

Living in a converted Craighurst church, where she now shares 
her style secrets.

“I love it and can take no credit for it,” laughs Trish, pointing out the 
barrel arch motif that shows up in the vaulted entrance ceiling, front 
door transom and interior door mouldings. “In some houses, you go, ‘I 
wish…, I wish… ’ but there are no wishes here. Some of the wall colours 
are identical to what we came from. It’s crazy.”

She remains delighted by the unexpected touches that add an 
interesting elegance throughout.

Coincidentally, their U.S. vacation home 
can be found in the community of Oro Valley.

With the Ganaraska Hiking Trail weaving 
through the environmentally protected trees 
at the rear of their Simcoe County property, 
access to the great outdoors is literally a few 
steps from their back door. Location was 
a top priority for this couple, who prefer 
to spend their time in the fresh air – from 
golfing and mountain biking in the summer, 
to snowshoeing and cross-country skiing 
in colder months.

“Living here, in this friendly community, 
there is no shortage of things to do,” adds Rob. 
“And the house is ultra-comfortable and very 
bright because of all the windows.”

Trish also appreciates the practicality 
of a layout that facilitates a tidy transition 
for outdoor gear, nature-kissed clothing, 
and messy footwear. She acknowledges her 
favourite space to be the storage-friendly 
mudroom with laundry facilities directly off 
the two-bay, three-car garage.

Having raised their two children in a larger 
home further south, they were looking for 
one-storey living with beauty on a smaller 
scale. This 1,920 sq. ft. Craftsman-style brick 
bungalow, with a fully finished walk-out 
basement, fit the bill. Nine-foot ceilings that 
soar to 14 feet at the peak of the open-concept 
great room and unbroken sightlines across the 
extra-wide staircase create an airy atmosphere 
that belies the modest proportions.

Continued on page 80

TOP: The elegant dining room is located in the front 
of the home with easy access to the kitchen. RIGHT: 
There’s plenty of cabinetry space in the smartly 
designed kitchen, including a pantry/buffet close 
to the dining room. OPPOSITE: Barely off-white 
cabinetry, granite counters and a dark island create a 
traditional kitchen with all the amenities. 
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“I mean, who would ever think of using 
subway tile as a bathtub surround?” she 
wonders, as she glances around the master en 
suite, where a claw foot tub stands in its own 
enclave across from stone-topped dual vanities 
and an oversize walk-in shower with built-in 
seating and glass tile inserts. “And putting a 
chandelier in the bathroom?”

“I love the details, like the bead board on the 
dining room wall,” Rob agrees. “If it wasn’t there, 
you wouldn’t notice, but it is there and it’s lovely.”

The house may have been designed 
prior to their ownership, but Trish and Rob 
have stamped their own personalities and 
memories into each room – from their artistic 
daughter’s creativity dressing up the walls, 
to unique accents that promise an interesting 
tale from every corner: the steamer trunk that 
accompanied Rob’s grandmother from Ireland; 
the industrial spool turned candle stand; the 
rustic bench crafted from a fallen walnut tree; 
and the reclaimed architectural gingerbread 

given new life as a console table.
While they made the house their own with 

very few changes, their home’s exterior was 
ripe for a renaissance. True to their shared 
passion, they had it overhauled to maximize 
open-air living.

“It was pretty much a blank canvas for 
landscaping,” recalls Trish, who sought 
to blend environmentally conscious, low-
maintenance solutions with unique visuals 
and sound functionality. Continued on page 82

The master suite is tucked in 
behind the living room on the 
main floor. It has an incredible 
view of the golf course. The 
master en suite has all the 
essentials, including a separate 
shower, a beautiful claw-foot 
tub and double vanities with 
plenty of storage.

Your Dream, Your 
Experience, Your Home.

Proud to Build a Better Quality of Life!

At Watson Group Homes we pride ourselves 
on being one of the leading builders in Simcoe 
County. For more than a decade Watson Group 
Homes has been a respected name in the home 
building industry. We translate dreams into 
reality by providing an exceptional grade of 
service and designing beautifully crafted homes 
to suit the needs and lifestyle of our clients. 
We are here to assist and guide you through 
every step of the process from the inception to 

handing you the keys to your new home.

705.791.7709 
www.watsongrouphomes.com
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With the help of Rita Novorolsky of 
The Great Garden Revival Company, 
the Campbells transformed their pretty 
lawns into an Arizona-inspired oasis that 
earned them a Landscape Ontario Award of 
Excellence in 2014.

The expansive stone patio in the backyard 
boasts a flagstone feature that charms as 
a durable foundation for this luxurious 
recreational space. The multi-purpose design 
unites 100-year-old hand-hewn beams and 
reclaimed barnboard flooring with an ultra-
modern big-screen television in a four-season 
protective casing.

“Because we’re such outdoors people, 
it extends the season,” says Trish, after 
describing each component. “It’s our own 
little slice of heaven out there.”

In front, low-maintenance grasses and 
perennials line the walkway to a front 
porch that was relined with black flagstone 
native to Owen Sound.

“We were trying to incorporate 
Horseshoe and Arizona into the Ontario 
landscape,” she explains. “The driveway 
was also pretty important to me. I wanted 
something different.”

The resulting driveway design centres on 
a custom flagstone feature complemented by 
eco-friendly reclaimed asphalt and pavers.

Overseeing this curb appeal even while 
adding to it, the Kokopelli – holding a golf 
club rather than the traditional flute – clearly 
delights in his environment.  OH

The award-winning 
landscape makes 
the grounds 
around the home 
a popular summer 
destination for 
family and friends. 
The backyard has a 
hot tub, gas fire pit 
and lots of room for 
relaxing on beautiful 
outdoor furniture. It’s 
an Arizona-inspired 
landscape, in honour 
of the Campbells’ 
second favourite 
place to live. 

www.northerncomfortwindows.com

Shaped Windows • Fiberglass Doors • Replacement Window • Porch Enclosures • Awnings • Steel Doors

BARRIE SHOWROOM
556 Bryne Dr., Unit 7, Barrie • 705.733.9600

NEWMARKET SHOWROOM
16700 Bayview Ave., Unit 15, Newmarket • 905.853.9400

1.888.220.2221

Check  Our Website for Our Current Specials!

Installing Quality Windows & Doors in Your Neighbourhood

Voted the 
BEST Window 
Company 10 

Years in a Row 
with Top Choice 

Awards!
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